
Golden Section (Golden Rectangle)
Jan Tschichold (1902-1972) studied many medieval manuscripts 
and printed books from the incunabula period and re-discovered 
the golden section format.

A golden section can be drawn from a square. The square and the 
rectangle have a consitent relationship: if a square is added to the 
long edge of the rectangle, or formed within the rectangle, a new 
golden section is created. The consistent relationship between 
square and rectangle creates a logarithmic spiral sequence that 
is commonly found in nature: the chambers of a nautilus and the 
growth patterns of many leaves share the logarithmic spiral. 



1 unit2 units



1 unit2 units

3 units



1 unit2 units

3 units

5 units



1 unit2 units

3 units

5 units

8 units



1 unit2 units

3 units

5 units

8 units

13 units





1 unit2 units

3 units

5 units

8 units

13 units









1 
un

it
2 

un
its

3 
un

its

5 
un

its

8 
un

its

13
 u

nit
s

1 
un
it

2 
un
its

3 
un
its

5 
un
its

8 
un
its

13
 u
nit
s











Golden Ratio
A ratio between two portions of a  
line in which the lesser of the two is  
to the greater as the greater is to the 
sum of both. The ratio is ~0.618.
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Golden Section (Golden Rectangle)
The golden ratio as applied to form. The 
ratio of the longer side to the shorter is 
the golden ratio. The golden rectangle can 
be cut into a square and a smaller rectangle 
with the same aspect ratio.
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