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Knowing the history of type and understanding how,
why, and within what circumstances the different
categories of type developed will enable you to make
more sophisticated and intelligent design choices
and ultimately make you a better designer.
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Trajan’s Column,114 AD, Rome, lItaly



2,000 years



SHAPES
ACTIVATE
IDEAS







Genesis of Visual Communication
Development of Latin Alphabet
Evolution of Written Language

Birth of Typography




40,000 years ago




Written languages first developed from
prehistoric hunting communities living
in Europe, Northeast Africa, and the
middle east who communicated
through the use of visual symbols.



The Geometric Signs of Ice Age Europe

Asterisk Aviform Circle Claviform Cordiform Crosshatch Cruciform

o Gl Ve Y -

m

/

Dot Finger Fluting Flabelliform Half-Circle Line Negative Hand Open-Angle

fYVr YO m MY

Pectiform Penniform  Positive Hand Quadrangle Reniform Scalariform Segmented Serpentiform
Cruciform

TP @ & ¥ %Y W Y 3

Spanish Tectiform Spiral Tectiform Triangle Unciform W-Sign Y-Sign Ligzag




ALPHABETS
SYMBOLOGY
VISUAL ART




Between 3,000 BC and 500 AD:

the development of the world’s
most widely used writing systems
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The Geometric Signs of Ice Age Europe
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Spanish Tectiform Spiral Tectiform Triangle Unciform W-Sign Y-Sign Ligzag




pictogram

abstract symbols

modular components

within a system




what drives development®

1. accessibility

2. speed & efficiency
S. adaptability




As more people adopt a system, the
more modular and accessible that

system has to be; and, the more

simple and abstract it becomes.




IVlaterials and techniques
define the visual
expression of language.



Chinese Alphabet
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Evolution Modern character

Figure 6.1. The evolution of pictographic characters.

English

moon

free

mountain

water

field

door



Latin Alphabet



o A P A

Egyptian Sinai Phoenician aleph Greek alpha Roman A
3,000 BC 1,850 BC 1,200 BC 600 BC 114 AD



Cuneiform



L &

|

CUNEIFORM
SIGN c. 2400 BC

-

PICTOGRAPHIC N, ‘6 \ \
SIGN c¢. 3100 BC /‘\/ ? : : /
1 7sun over 1 ear of ?shrouded
INTERPRETATION star ety or ?stream bull’s head bowl head + bowl lower leg :
horizon barley body
——— T

7 K
|-

L

VALUE®

]

CUNEIFORM
SIGN c. 700 BC PN Y* XQ : |t I @ : ‘Y W
(turned through 90°) >
S— ’ - —
PHONETIC dingir, an u,, ud a Se BY, nig,, ninda ku, du, gin, gub
4 - h + ——¢
water, to walk,
MEANING god, sky day, sun siad stk barlcy ox food, bread to cat e

* Some signs have more than one phonetic value and some sounds are represented by more than one sign. U, means the fourth sign with the phonetic value u.




earliest writing systems:
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Cuneiform developed by
the Sumerian civilization
from 3100 to 700 BC
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Hieroglyphics developed by

the Egyptian civilization in
3000 BC to 400 AD
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TECHNOLOGY
ARTIFACTS

VALUES

CONTEXT




ONTEXT

The Geometric Signs of Ice Age Europe
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TECHNOLOGY

papyrus



ARTIFACTS
VALUES




UMERIAN




EGYPTIAN
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Books of the Dead
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what drives development®

1. accessibility

2. speed & efficiency
S. adaptability
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Hieratic Script
Demotic Script



PHOENICIAN EMPIRE

ITALY

T GREECE
T ey MIDDLE
‘» ' EAST

a’\

TN

EGYPT |



T AOANILIY2AANSL

Kaph yodh teth heth zayin  waw he daleth gimel beth ‘aleph
paim hand good wall weapon hook — window door camel house )
K Y t h z W h d g b

(k] [i] [¢]1 [h&] (z] [w] [e] [dl [g] [b] [7]

+ W ‘l ? \"7 O F" YL

taw Sin £5 qoph sade ‘ayin samekh  nun mem |amedh
mark tooth head eye of needle papyrus mouth eye fish serpent water goad
t sh r q S P ’ S n m |

[t] [f1 [r1 [al [s'] [p] [%] [s] [mn] [m] [1]

1050 BC Phoenician Alphabet—22 characters



Phoenician Alphabet

YRR
L_atin Arabic
Hebrew




AV LA A

OX HEAD PHOENICIAN ALEF GREEK ALPHA LATER GREEK ALPHA ROMAN AH

-

EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPH PHOENICIAN BETH EARLY GREEK BETA LATE GREEK BETA
FOR SHELTER

¢ -

PHOENICIAN GIMEL EARLY GREEK LETTER LATER GREEK LETTER ROMAN LETTER

‘a8 AP

EGYPTIAN HIERATIC PHOENICIAN DALETH EARLY GREEK DELTA LATE GREEK DELTA




A Bl AE Z

Alpha Beta Gamma Delta Epsnlon Zeta
i-fan) (bay-tah) (gam-ah) {dei-ta) (ep-si-ion)  (zay-tah)

Eta Theta Iota Kappa Lambda Mu

(ay-tah) (thay-tah) (eye-o-tah) (cap-pah) {lamb-aah) {mew)

Nu Omicron Rho Sigma

{new) 'z e, (om-e-cron) \;> e, (roe) (sig-mah)
Tau Upsilon Phi Chi Psi Omega
(taw) {up-si-lon) (fe) (kie) (sigh) (oh-may-gah)

Greeks adopted Phoenician alphabet 1000 BC
added Epsilon and lota
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More round and fluid—could be written faster




N EMPIRE:

RHINE
RIVER  GERMANY 1

DANUBE RIVER \

SARMATIA /i

J

¥ IBERIA

GAUL ILLYRICUM

DACIA

BLACK SEA
MACEDONIA

=

ARMENIA
=

PARTHIA

“ £ ) SYRIA

'

JUDEA

MAURETANIA AFRICA MEDITERRANEAN SEA

-

MEséfOTAMlA

CYRENE

1st—2nd Centu::; w \



ABCDEFHIKL
MNOPQRSTVX

Roman Alphabet
conquered the Greeks in 1st Century BC



ABCDEFGHIKL
MNOPQRSTVX



ABCDEFGHIKL
MNOPQRSTVXYZ



S versions



NINMARTISQ;DOLOSETD
CHAODENSOSDIVVMN
NEQVOCAPTAEDVMIV

SQUARE CAPITALS:

Used for inscriptions and formal applications
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Trajan’s Column,114 AD, Rome, lItaly



EXIINCIVAULSY NIO \\f NILAIVABAIADOLOAL: /2

W '.OSM ORHTUAA ANV DLSCIN DITAALICTUS
UNIOM\ LTSNS a ADALTA

RUSTIC CAPITALS:

Used for writing with pen and ink in everyday
applications. More fluid and spatially economic.



Serifs originated as visual elements
resulting from the termination of
brush strokes within certain
calligraphic methods and applications.



IVlaterials and techniques
define the visual
expression of language.
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LATIN CURSIVE:

informal everyday use



TECHNOLOGY
ARTIFACTS

VALUES

CONTEXT




CONTEXT
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Science
Vlathematics

Engineering

Government
Arts & Culture




Humanism:

an outlook or system of thought attaching prime
importance to human rather than divine or
supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress the
potential value and goodness of human beings,
emphasize common human needs, and seek solely
rational ways of solving human problems.



Humanities
literature, philosophy, law &

politics, linguistics, anthropology,
history, arts & culture




TECHNOLOGY
ARTIFACTS
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The Grid
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Trajan’s Column,114 AD, Rome, lItaly






Ancient Greek and Roman culture utilized
visual language as a means of facilitating
social and cultural transactions. [hey
used elements of visual communication to

create and define experience.













Letterforms were seen as visual
elements capable of conveying

beauty and communicating not
just literally but symbolically.
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Egyptian = Phoenician -+ Greek -+ Roman



MAJOR MILESTONES

Fall of Dark Ages Italian Gutenberg’s
Rome Begin Rennaissance Printing Press
406 000 = ————————————————————————————————————————— ] § § ) —16 O O 1450
Age of Industrial Victorian Arts & Crafts World
Enlightenment Revolution Era Movement War 1

1685—1815 17160 —1840 1857—1901 1880—1920 1914—1918



MAJOR MILESTONES

Fall of Dark Ages Italian Gutenberg’s
Rome Begin Rennaissance Printing Press
476 000 m———————————————————————————————————————— | 3 § 0 —16 0 O 1450
American
Revolution
171(5—1783
Age of Industrial Victorian Arts & Crafts World
Enlightenment Revolution Era Movement War 1

1685—1815 17160 —1840 1857—1901 1880—1920 1914—1918



MAJOR MILESTONES

Fall of Dark Ages Italian Gutenberg’s
Rome Begin Rennaissance Printing Press
476 000 m———————————————————————————————————————— | 3 § 0 —16 0 O 1450
American American
Revolution Civil War
171(5—1783 1861—1865
Age of Industrial Victorian Arts & Crafts World
Enlightenment Revolution Era Movement War 1

1685—1815 17160 —1840 1857—1901 1880—1920 1914—1918



Rome




1,000 Years of Darkness
500—1500 AD




Roman Empire: Dark Ages:

There was a focus on humanism: arts, Christianity focused on the afterlife.
culture, science, education, and All of the power was held by the
innovation. Each citizen was church. Nlo focus on education and
encouraged to be a productive innovation. Rise of monarchies. Decline
member of society and to make the in quality of life, literacy, and rational

most of their lives. thinking.
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what drives development®

1. accessibility

2. speed & efficiency
S. adaptability
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LATIN CURSIVE:

informal everyday use
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cnbcdefghmuopqr



aococgchyklimu

OPJRSTUVWXUZ
0123450780—-<1%$()

half uncials—6th century
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Celts

600—800 AD
throughout Europe

5©°

Ireland, Scotland, Wales

“° O Z C

Celtic culture
ﬁ—bﬂstoﬂcd site

Main concentration

of Celtic-language

speakers
Welsh Language
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1. large decorative drop caps
2. carpet pages
S. standardized spacing within text to
create structure, clarity, and hierarchy
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800 BC

Charlemagne crowned
emperor of the Holy Roman or

Carolingian empire
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standardized writing system: instituted consistent
formatting, punctuation, and spacing.

implemented programs to increase the spread of education
and literacy

commissioned classical works of Greek and Roman literature,
and philosophy
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expensive

hard to make
time consuming



faster, easier to write, can

fit more words on a page
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1500
woodblock printing

and papermaking

come from China
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literacy begins to
Increase
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renewed interest in ancient Greek

and Roman works of art, design
philosophy, and literature



renewed interest in
humanism



writing styles of the middle ages

1. Greek uncials — 2. half uncials — 3. Carolingian miniscule — 4. textura
4th Century 6th Century 9th Century 12th Century
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Rennaissance
1550—1600, Italy
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LETTURA ANTICA



¥ UPPL].C?\TI ONEM SER
uorum tuorum drmifercoor g):‘xuc!t-

-

| nnnanurcace di genetriaf. Suar
)/ snuf cons'rtg:\mur-muf moerceffiom
Y bur mphmﬁ.atdanﬂ:mn bur pe
feruamur-per A D MLSSAM
amuliftuir dne caelefhr granac munuf mperarc:
ucqunbuf beatac utrgmtf' parTuf cxutc falunr
q’ordtum-nmurcmf' cufuoauafollenmzaf; pa
afribuar merementum-pPer SULEROBLATA
Vmstnm andne nobif fuccur rachumanicar uc
quinazuf deurrgine marmfinmeg riciem nonm
nurc fed facmure mnaaurcaaf auf follemnufanof

ifnof pt.\cu(xf' qumfob(.uwncm noﬂr:lm fib1 |
ﬁtcut.uu:pmm- pcrcuncf POSTCOMMAUN iON °
umpfimuf dne caclebricmafannuacvoauafaoa
menTa: prtﬂu qr ur&remporalif nobirurgreme

du prebeant &acwrnac- per

RIS it aon A Gl aata P

9







F16. 1o0.—Roman Alphabet (second half) with a Method of Geometrical Construction for Large Letters.



Humanist Script:

Combination of Carolingian

Minuscule (lettura antica)
and capitals from ancient
Roman inscriptions
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For a very long time, U and V were allographs. An
allograph is a variation of a letter in another
context. Uppercase and lowercase letters are
allographs. Before the use of the letter U, the
shape V stood for both the vowel U and the
consonant V. It wasn’t until printing standardized
letter shapes in the 1600s that the letter U
became regularly used.






The letter “J” originated as an elogated version of the
letter "I” and the two were interchangeable for centuries.
“I” and “J” were not considered to be separate letters until
1801, with the publication of William Perry’s Royal Standard
English Dictionary. Perry’s dictionary was the first to
alphabetize words separately under “I” and *J.”






As early as the 7th century, 2 U’s or VV’'s were used side by side to
delineate certain phonetic components of the latin alphabet. By the
12th century the two forms were represented interlocked as one
letter. The practice of printing brought regulation and consistency
to the use of language and communication and solidified the "W"” as
a standard element of the contemporary alphabet.



Reading Assignment: Megg's
The Asian Contribution
pages 51—41
The German lllustrated Book
pages (8—93






