
EMERGENCE OF FIRST WRITING 
SYSTEMS 

GENESIS OF LATIN ALPHABET 

EVOLUTION OF ROMAN 
LETTERFORMS 







Through the middle ages, what informed the visual 
expression of the Latin alphabet was the 

experience of those creating visual communication
—which at this time was written by hand— and the 
tools and techniques with which these calligraphic 

works was produced. 



HUMAN EXPERIENCE 
+ 

TECHNOLOGY 



FORM 
FOLLOWS 
FUNCTION 



UNCIALS 



HALF UNCIALS 



TEXTURA 



Within the act of creating visual 
communication, there is an opportunity 

to invoke ideals of beauty, spiritual 
beliefs, progress, and humanity. 









First printing press 
1450, Mainz Germany 





Italian Rennaissance 
1330—1600 



evolution of the four 
main categories of type 





birth of display type 



Printing is the first 
example of mechanized 

handwork. 



—unified languages, standardized alphabets 
—catalyzed the spread and evolution of science 
—dramatically increased literacy 
—led to political and religious reformation 
—increased rational thinking 
—led to exposure to other cultures and ways of thinking 



Within 50 years of the first 
printed book, the craft of printing 

was being practiced in 140 
locations throughout Europe. 





punches 



punches 



bed of type 







Konrad Sweynheim & 
Arnold Pannartz 



Subiaco 





1465 1468 



Subiaco 



Venice is positioned on the Adriatic Sea making it a center 
of trade and commerce, by the 1300’s Venice was the most 
prosperous city in all of Italy. Along with Florence, it was a 

prominent location in which the Italian Renaissance first 
developed and was the center of Renaissance book and 

type design during the 15th and 16th centuries. 



Nicolas Jenson 
Venice, 1470









Adobe Jenson, 
Robert Slimbach, 
released in 1996



HUMANIST
Category 1



first appeared during the 1460’s and 1470’s 

visual expression mimicked calligraphic letterforms of the humanist script 

small x-height 

angled calligraphic stroke including sloped crossbar on lowercase “e” 

low contrast between thick and thin strokes 





Stempel





Centaur, Bruce Rogers, 1929



Aldus Minutius 
Venice, 1494



Aldine Press 
Francesco Griffo











Monotype Bembo, 1929



first italic type, 1501



OLD-STYLE
Category 2



first appeared during the late 1400’s 

more refined and less based on exact reproduction of hand lettered type 

stress of letterforms are less angled and more perpendicular 

wedge shaped serifs 

more contrast between thick and thin strokes 

crossbar of “e” perfectly straight 



Sabon



Plantin



Garamond



French Renaissance 
1494—early 1600’s 



Geoffrey Tory 
Paris, 1505





Champfleury, 1529





Claude Garamond 
Paris, 1540









Robert Granjon 
Paris, Lyon, Antwerp, Rome 

 1555-1590





Civilité, 1557



Christophe Plantin 
Antwerp, 1549—1589



polyglot Bible, 1572



Stephen Daye & Anne Glover 
Cambridge MA, 1639





William Caslon 
London  England, 1720 







Age of Enlightenment 
late 1600’s—late 1700’s, 

France 



Beginning to break 
with the past  



advances in sciences, literature, philosophy 
power of church and ruling monarchies begins to waver 
expansion of rational thinking and humanist viewpoints 

culminates into the French Revolution of 1789 



In 1692 The French King Louis XIV ordered scholars to develop 
a new type for the royal printing office in order to restore and 
elevate the quality of printing. The design of the new typeface 
was spearheaded by a mathematician named Nicolas Jaugeon 
and each letter was contructed using a grid of 2,304 squares. 



Romain du Roi, 1692-1695 







TRANSITIONAL

Category 3



first examples Roman du Roi in 1692 

complete break with calligraphy 

grid and mathematics as the foundation for structure 

focus on technical concerns 

completely perpendicular structure 

horizontally sloped serifs 

high contrast, thick and thin strokes 



Cheltenham



Fournier



Baskerville



Mrs. Eaves, Zuzana Licko, 1996



Rococo 
France, 1720—1770  





Pierre Simon Fournier le Jeune 
1736—1768 



Narcissus 



Fournier 























1737 











1742 



1764—1768 



French Revolution, 1789 











John Baskerville 
Birmingham, England, 1751 



Baskerville







Giambattista Bodoni 
Parma Italy, 1768—1813 













MODERN
Category 4











first examples from Didot and Bodoni 

high contrast 

unbracketed serifs 

vertical axis 

extreme stylization 

thin horizontal strokes 



The Didots 
Paris, 1713—1819 



Firmin Didot Didot typeface 



Industrial Revolution 
England, 1760—1840 



American Revolution 
1775—1783 



Milestones that lead to the industrial revolution: 
—invention of the printing press 

—the age of enlightenment 
—advances in the production of iron and steel 

—the invention of the steam engine 



Effects of the industrial revolution: 
—cities developed as centers of population, industry, and culture 

—the demand for goods and services greatly increased 
—the practice of advertising emerged and with it the practice of 

marketing, graphic design, and communication design 



the steam engine 
the x-ray 

photography 
chromolithography 

the telegraph 
the sewing machine 

advances in paper making 
advances in textile production 

the telephone 
the automobile 

the airplane 



from humanist 
to consumerist 



TRANSITIONS 



printing  
+ 

growing interest in information and culture 
+ 

advertising 
+ 

expanding technologies 
+ 

photography and photographic processes 



emergence of independent publications 



Acta Diurna 



Dibau 
2nd—6th centuries, China 



Europe 
small publications, 600’s 





first newspaper, published by Benjamin Harris 
Publick Occurrences Both Forreign and 

Domestick, Boston 1690  





TYPE AS IMAGE 











Fat Faces 
Robert Thorne, 1803 



Slab Serifs 
Vincent Figgins 1817 



Clarendons 
Richard Besly 1845  



Grotesques 
Wiliam Caslon IV, 1816 



Wood Type 
Darius Wells, 1827 





up until the 1800’s, the presses were not that different 
from the one Gutenberg first developed. The steam 
powered press first developed in 1810 and by 1830 it 

could print 4,000 impressions an hour compared to the 
250 impressions printed per hour through a hand press. 



The Times of London,  
first steam printed paper, November 29th,1814 



Ottmar Merganthaler,  
Linotype machine, 1836 



In 1886, Ottmar  Mergenthaler created the linotype machine. 
The machine had a typewriter like keyboard of over ninety 

buttons which activated brass matrixes that were negatives. 
These components joined together to create lines of type. Once 

the desired combination was set, hot molten lead was poured 
into the brass forms to create a line of raised letterforms. This 

invention made printing cheaper and faster leading to the 
expanded publication of books, magazines, and newspapers. 

More people were able to access more printed materials. 


